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The 10th meeting of the MSSC for LCDS 2030 was held on 04 November 2025 at the Office of the President, 
to formally commence the Committee’s activities for the new Government term, and provide updates to 
Members and the public. 
 
In his opening remarks, the Chairperson of the MSSC, His Excellency Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, highlighted the 
LCDS as a partnership linking Guyana’s forests, economy, and future, emphasizing the government’s 
commitment to carbon credits and the low-carbon transition. He recalled the initial skepticism surrounding 
the LCDS and noted the government’s determination which resulted in the world’s largest per-capita forest–
climate agreement through the Guyana-Norway partnership (2009–2015), earning US$227 million to support 
renewable energy, land titling, climate adaptation, and community projects. 
 
The Chairperson further noted that since late 2020, Guyana has expanded the LCDS into LCDS 2030, which 
was finalised in July 2022. Since then Guyana has had several notable accomplishments such as being the 
first country to issue ART-TREES jurisdictional credits and certify CORSIA credits; and securing a major long-
term carbon sale of up to US$750M.  
 
Revenues from carbon credit sales have provided over 240 Amerindian and hinterland communities with 
direct access to more than GY$ 15 billion, supporting hundreds of projects that strengthen village economies 
and improve social conditions by empowering people, including women and youth. 
 
These revenues have also been invested in national initiatives, including the gas-to-energy programme, large-
scale solar projects (50% isolated grids by 2027, 70% by 2030), over 11,000 solar home units, drainage and 
irrigation upgrades, digital hubs, telemedicine, and mangrove protection (nearly GYD 1 billion invested), 
which is estimated to store over a million tonnes of carbon dioxide. 
 
Guyana’s leadership is further demonstrated through its co-chairing of the Forest and Climate Leaders’ 
Partnership (FCLP), advancing the Forest Finance Roadmap with Brazil, including the President Lula’s Tropical 
Forests Forever Fund initiative. Additionally, His Excellency’s imitative of forming the Global Biodiversity 
Alliance (GBA), was launched in July 2025 with 14 founding countries. The GBA supports conservation and 
Indigenous-led initiatives toward the global 30x30 goal.  
 
In closing, the Chairperson indicated that the MSSC is expected to advance the work of the LCDS 2030. To 
fulfil its mandate, the MSSC has expanded its membership to include representatives from the FCLP, 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Protected Areas Commission (PAC). PAC’s work on the 
developments at the zoo, botanical gardens, and green spaces, will be shared next Meeting.  
 
Going into the Climate Change negotiations (COP30 - Belém), His Excellency assured the MSSC that Guyana 
will advocate for evidence-driven, fair, and inclusive policies that can effectively guide the global energy 
transition. He noted that Guyana’s leadership on a Just Transition can been seen by the country’s globally 
advanced human rights and development frameworks for Indigenous peoples. 
 
The next meeting of the MSSC will be in quarter 1 of 2026.   
 


