Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030
Multi-Stakeholder Steering Committee (MSSC)

Summary of Meeting held on 27 November 2024

The 9™ meeting of the MSSC for the LCDS 2030 was held on 27 November 2024 at the Office of the President
in Guyana. The MSSC discussed the following matters: those arising from its 8" meeting; outcomes from
Guyana’s participation at the 29" Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC); and other business.

The MSSC was provided updates on the following four key matters from its 8" meeting: LCDS projects update
at the village level, school engagements, the carbon credit programme, and business/economic models. The
Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) and the News Room visited over 60 Indigenous
communities to capture and communicate the experiences of beneficiaries who invested their allocations of
Guyana’s carbon credit revenue in sustainable development projects under the LCDS 2030. The DECC and
News Room produced various forms of media/content that were shared publicly using a variety of mediums.

The MSSC agreed to expand its social media presence to include additional platforms. The DECC also took
the lead in conducting awareness sessions and distributing reading materials, as well as educational
paraphernalia, primarily for grade 11 students, at over 30 secondary schools nationwide. The youth
representative and Chairperson made several recommendations that were endorsed by the other committee
members to improve such engagements, which included starting environmental clubs and planting trees.

Regarding the carbon credit programme and its business/economic models, the MSSC was informed that
about over 25% of the total 2024 carbon credit allocation for Indigenous communities had been disbursed at
that date. The LCDS 2030 Secretariat began work on the models in partnership with the Ministries of
Agriculture and Tourism, Industry and Commerce, by identifying projects proposed by Indigenous
communities with an economic theme for further development. The Chairperson provided several examples
of how communities could utilise the models being developed, along with the expertise being imparted, to
leverage their financial resources (grants) and generate exponential wealth.

The MSSC also received updates on Guyana’s participation at COP 29: Guyana’s impact at COP 29 was
significant despite its relatively small delegation; the country commanded a high level of recognition for its
global leadership against climate change; other parties were eager to learn from Guyana’s experience and its
LCDS model, Guyana fostered solidarity with other parties that also support the empowerment and
development of indigenous peoples through forest stewardship, financing from forest carbon; the country
enjoyed the support of CARICOM and the Commonwealth on areas including forestry; Guyana was identified
to co-chair the Forest Climate Leaders Party (FCLP) in 2025; the country continued to carefully monitor and
help craft Article 6 of the Paris Agreement to the UNFCCC; and Guyana was awarded for being the first
developing country to submit its First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR) to the UNFCCC and the second
country overall to make this importation submission.

The MSSC concluded their 9" meeting after the Environmental Manager (ag) of the Guyana Geology and
Mines Commission (GMC) expressed that the GGMC is implementing numerous initiatives that support the
LCDS, which was encouraged by members of the committee.




